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THE BIG TRENCH — 1914
Lowering of IC Tracks

¢KS I Aali2NR 2F ¢KS LftAy2ArAa /SYdNIf wlAfNBFR

. & myppz 020K ¢KS ¢SNNB |1ddisS s !1tidz2y wI)\fN\BAIR FYR (/R ydf i KNERSE 3

BG02NE ONAO]l dzyAaz2y RSLRGkK2GSt OFfftSR (KS 9aaSE | @A S9 @#RSE DRF Gy St
dzSR (2 a4SNWBS Ay (KA& FdzyOe2y dzyoef SINI & Ay GKS wniK / SyildNE®

4 SENI& Fa myyp: U(KS XXKASKE O22rdzdh & SR & AWK  LIXKBNIOR K13 1IINBzBo AV t 2AF 214 &

I SYGNI £ wl AfnNeR SR RFSNR Vi kvdhbvood & SE | 2 dza S Ul ad  ded SNESdEf oyf Sliaza (h 682 18R SNIIRASE ANt O £
NI 2F ¢KS ¢SNNB 1 dziS 5 'tdGd2y wlkAfNRBIRI GKS [/t SESHIVRRKS /AKS0OQNRY |

it o& GKS LttAy2Aa /SyidNIt whckAfNRFIR YR Aad (GKS adzoa2aS0d 2F (K3

wkAtNRBFR ! NOKAGSOG 51 yASt Cod alO[l daKtAy RSaAINBRI aiREFR yIBKES (3 NBiS
2F GKS o0daAf RAY3a ySSRSR (2 0SS Ay LXI0OS 0SF2NBE O2yailNUHzESNYS ORIdEE IR (&
gl & A0GFNISR Ay f1GS hOG20SNI mbmec YR NBIjdZANBR O2yaARSINEDX S SEDI ¢
odzAf RAy3a 2dzad G2 GKS Srad 2F GKS arAGS 6KAOK sl a OFdzaSR o6& LAfS
¢KS fl1ald aSOsz2ya 2F GKS PmnZnnn NBUGFIAYAYy3I Ftt 2y AGSOYFOBKI Bk
P 20 {(22ftYly 9 [/ 20 ¢l a KIK O 2Q/2uyNJll\DuOu7\2yl\Df7r'd2H\BRJ KISK SR SRLG2Ld2d00 AONIBALf &R Al yy=F
GKS PtrInnn KStey3d LIIFYyld (2 o06S o0dAaftld 2daAad y2NIK 2F (KSA{INASK2M3ND ¢
OKIFNBS a o60dAft RAY3I adz2LISNAYGSYRSylG FyR 02yaiNUz0s2y 02338 ABIBSNEB KPB§
KAia 2Y0S dzy RSNJ i KS sSai SyR 2F (KS aE . NAR3ISO

| 2y a0 NHzOea2y O2yoeydsSR GKNRdAK2dzi SINIe ALINAY3I dzy RSNI (0 KBT 60 IO KFSIIA
LfttAYy2Aa /SYGNIrf wlAfNRIR 58LRGO hy CSoNHzt NB mnS mdpMWISNRIISNSE S v 7
Fft2y3a gAGK | fA3IKEG LIad G2 YIS gl @ ?2NDlulKSgszsmswewﬁti@a&émsmmzm<
SNE KFR 6S8SSy Y2@8SR AydG2 LI OSo 'y L/ @&FNR Sy3aiaysS sl OFLtt SR Ayl

hy wdz & omXZ mdbMx SgkS NS LI Neli SV daNgy/HEE GKS of S NB2F glda  o69SEAQNHAT I o 2AyR
F2NJ GKS LIRoSNI LI LYyl ¢F&a FROFYOAYI FYR YFEGSNALFT A ¢6SNB A8y LWL HER G+
C2dzNJ 581234 FYR LRSSNI F2N 6KS FNBAIKG St SO G2NW hy | &INEB G0 &S Gl
2F GKS b20SYOSNE yiAGKadGlFyRAY3 GKS FFOG GKFG aNBLFEG KSFERglL& Aa

¢KS LINRP2SOG adz2lSNRAY(GSYyRSyl y KS odzAf RAYy3 AyaLlSOil2 NySe ASIRE AlyKSA
I SYGNItf wlkEAfNRIR 581120 41 a JSy‘ 0KS Y2NYyAy3a 2F WI ydzl NERbyR mEK Fmi n
RIFGiSz (GKS -BHIASHES WeasNI/HAY SR | FNRYy G LI 3S I NbOtS gAGK (KS oSS 2Rt AIYKSE
G2 YIFIAY KSIRtAySa adleyax bl d{d 2 NI !AYa {aNJ! dzad NR I H REERONFwdE R
Ay 0 KGE2 tidavy » 2 NRn A Nb Of S Looadl A NJ | & R2g6y TNRY -liNISO 4 21d2i KOS EH NS &
SR (KS G2 tAySad ¢KS UNBLINR2F o0dzAf RAYyd NBLER2NISRfte O02ai bPmonzInnys

C2dzNISSy LI aaSy3aSNJI GNFAya LISNI RIFe (NI} @St SR GKNRAdAK adSR2 F@ N2 ¥ G0 K
OKAMNBSE &S+ NA D ¢KS NIAEfNRBIR gla GKS YFAY Y2RS 27T (NI 2ald2 NIRIKS2 W I lo
NEFR aeaidsSy é6ta Ay AtGa AyTFlLyOe FyR FANLIXLFYSa 6SNB 2daAl 0SIAYYAY:



¢KS L/ RSLRG sla I ReEyFYAO LXIFOS 6AGK FlLYAfASAT odzaAySSaar | yR |
RSyGs WFHySi {KdzYly w2ySeés F2yRfté& NBYSYOSNR (KS alg22y L/ 5SLk210
/| KAOIF32d [/ KF NIV 0P 4 IKEdzYU /S otuNwarA RSy i 2F GKS ! YSNAROFY CIF Ny . dz
M@T NP ¢tKS 1 C.C 2Y0S 461a Ay GKS /KAOF3A2 aSNOKFyRAAS al NI FyR a
KAa 6S8S1té& g2NJLXI OS o6& sl& 2F GKS tlylLYl [AYAGSRT | @AmMyol L/

GKS Y2N¥YAy3 IyR NBGdANYyAYy3I Ay (GKS S@Syiy3ao algz22y NBAXKBSYy(GI Wdz
O02dzNIl Ay [/ KAOF32 2y GKS tlFylYlF [AYAGSR G GKAA aYS | yRBEKS (42
Fd 623K 20184 é6AYyR26aD I £+ NBS OKIFf1o02FNR 2y (KS SlaySsmNat 27
O2dzA R GStt AF GKSANIGNIAY 461 & 2y aYSo al g22y NBaARSWKSE® NBYSYd
Ay Of dZRSR (KS y2NIK FyR &2dziK o02dzyR /Ale 2F bSé hNISIHYESYWATR tIy
y2tS YR GKS LEitAYA® hiKSNJ GNFAya NHzyyAy3 / NB2t Sz [A2axal yyS |
9ELINB&A®

alAt gla GFr1Sy FNRY GKS YIAt OFINR (G2 GKS YIAfNR2Y Ay0OdiakKd RSLIR
[2y3 RA&GI YOS YIAf @l a LINARYFINRE@ GNIFyaLRNISR o6& NIAf FNBY (KS

al g22y KFER F whAfgle 9ELINBaa ! ISyl 3R KRR 16/dzA R RINAAENDA REedt @OV (i
¢KA& 3SyoOe KIFIyRftSR SELINBaa AiGSya Ay alg22y FTNBY MMy R®B2 mMpT ™

gle& 2F GKS FTNBAIKG StSOFG2N 6SG6SSy G(GKS dzZLJLISNI I yR 268N £ SOSt &
¢KS !''YAGSR {G1rGSa /2y3aNBaa ONBFGSR GKS bloa2ylf wlAfNRIR tlaas
LI 3aSy3aSNI aSNIBAOS Yyl a2ysARS YR AAE lac¢cw!yY (NIAya LISNWRYye aidzlLl
2yfte i GNFAY FNNARGEE FyR RSLINIGAINBE aYSa Ay (G(KS S@SyAy3a FyR St
LY WdzyS 2F wnnamZ | O2YYAgSS 61 a F2NYSHRY (G20 NOKISM A R NEmaHIR NBK §i K
blez2ylt wS3IAadSNR2 Wdif Ra 2FNMA nHES OSFE6 ot S NB2F KIR 68Sy Avyaidlt

¢KS L/ O2NNAR2NI KIFIad 0ASBSRI NBHAESRAYSEM | L¥%dzih deNK 2 KIBRK § KF dzd diNSd L

/284 /2dzyie 1RGELILNADOFdPQP2fO9BKIRA 12 NE Py Skt N22SOGw5SLI2Gk!1 A&02NE




l w/ h[! 3 LJ
wikAfTNEKR Y 24 a

5 GStmyz p

ARCOLA’S HISTORIC

RAILROAD DEPOT

he Historic Arcola Illinois Central Railroad Train
Depot is a Welcome Center, Tourist Information
Center, Museum and the Arcola Chamber of
Commerce office.

The Depot should be your first stop when you come
to our area. It contains useful visitor information
about points of interest in Arcola, the Amish neighbor-
hood, and the surrounding areas. This historic
restored railroad depot houses a museum containing a
display of railroad memorabilia and an exhibit of old
and new Raggedy Ann & Andy dolls. It also has books
on the history of Arcola, broomcorn and the depot.
You will also find the largest brush and broom
collection donated by Louis Klein who traveled the
world collecting all kinds of brushes and brooms.
There is Arcola memorabilia from the school, the old
pharmacy including the famous Coffee Club cups and
lots of photos, potbelly stoves and much more.

uring the early 1800s US Senator Steven Douglas (our county

was named for him) was instrumental in obtaining the
government authorization for the tracks that brought the Illinois
Central Railroad to our area. History reports that the railroad
charter was granted in 1850 and the route was completed through
the county in 1855. This was the first public work that received
subsidies from the United States government. Details about the
depot itself are scarce, but the original structure was built in the
early 1800s. The depot was the first building in the village of
Okaw (Arcola) and was made entirely of wood. It was located on
the west side of the tracks. The post office was also to be located
in the depot but first there had to be a name change. Apparently
there already was a town with a post office named Okaw. So, the
name of the town was changed to Arcola.

In September of 1881 a fire raged through Arcola’s buildings,
burning most everything including the newly constructed
railroad depot. The new brick building, the present one, began
soon after the fire and a new location was picked. It was built on
the east side of the tracks across from the old building. It is the
only Arcola depot remaining of the three that were here. Building
diagrams indicate that the present one was built in 1885.

After World War II the passenger train stops in Arcola

gradually dwindled and stopped altogether in the early 1950s.
The depot was still used as a ticket office and for freight for a
while then it was officially closed February 28, 1973.

Arcola has seen many trains rumble through our city, including
the famous City of New Orleans. Now they are mostly freight
-trains, which do not stop except to pick up or drop off
cars. There are still a few passenger trains and
sometimes the City of New Orleans, enough
, tosatisfy the children and the railroad
L buffs who wait patiently for the sounds
. that signal a train is coming.

After the closing in 1973 the depot fell
. into major disrepair and there was a -
rumor the railroad had decided to tear it
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The depot also sells a variety of types of corn brooms

and festival souvenirs. Our hours are 10 am to 3 pm,
Monday through Saturday. We are closed on Sunday
and some holidays. The staff is happy to greet you and
help you find information for an Amazing Arcola
experience.

down. Thanks to Mrs. Thomas (Mary) Monahan, a community
leader and Chairperson of the Chamber of Commerce, that did
not happen. Many towns’ people felt the depot was a historic land-
mark and should be saved. Mary had one of her sons, Pat, contact
the Illinois Central Railroad and arrange to purchase the depot
for $3,000 and obtain a lease for the surrounding land. And so the
“Save the Depot” project was started in the spring of 1984. This
was a real success story of a small town pulling together to
accomplish this goal. Not only did they raise the money needed,
but also volunteers did more than half of the renovations.

Two years after the project started, an open house was set for
Sunday, August 17, 1986. The depot was now a combination of
tourism information and a historic museum. The two south
rooms were used for tourist information, Arcola memorabilia and
broomcorn displays and sales. The north room was to be used by
the Douglas County Museum. The Douglas Museum eventually
moved to Tuscola and the Arcola Chamber of Commerce moved
into that space.

Alot of changes have been made in the depot in recent years.
The southwest room now contains the Louis Klein brush and
broom collection, brooms for sale, railroad memorabilia, and
items from the Arcola Pharmacy including the famous coffee cup
collection and other Arcola items. The southeast room houses
the tourist information center,
the Raggedy Ann & Andy
Museum collection and other
memorabilia. The north room
houses the Arcola Chamber of
Commerece office.

The story of the depot shows
that a town called Amazing
Arcola values its history,
buildings and community.
Arcola knows how to work
together to get things done
and to honor its heritage.
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